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TN the fourth Volume of thefe Tranf- 
adions , a Letter from Mr. George 
Wilfon, on the introdudtion of the .Cin- 
namon -tree into tlie IflaHd of Jamaica, 
is inferted : thefollowing account, from 
the fame Gentleman, confirming the 
thriving ftate of that valuable plant in 
that Ifland,, cannot fail of proving highly 
fatisfadtory. The fpecimens produced' 
to the Society having fully fhovvn the 
tree to be of the true kind, and in a 
very promifing ftate ; the Thanks of the 
Society vs^ere voted to Mr. Wilson, for 
this very fatis&<Sory and interefting com- 
munication. 
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SIR, 

TN the year 1785, I had the honour^ 
through your kindnefs, to prefent to the 
Society a leaf of the Laurus Cinnamomi, the 
produd:' of Jamaica : I have now the hap- 
pinefs to tranfmit to you a fpecimen of the 
bark, which, confidering that it was taken 
from a very young tree, eminently poffefles 
the true flavour of the Cinnamon j and may 
encourage us to expedt that, in a few years, 
we fhall be able, from our own Iflands, to 
rival the Dutch in the fale of that very 
elegant and valuable fpice. 

I have likewife fent, for your infpeftion, 
a fpecimen of the flowers and fruit, in fpi- 
rlts J and. a dried fprig of the tree itfelf, 
with the bloflbms upon it : thefe prove 
inconteftably the thriving ftate of the plant, 

and 
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audits propagation: and my friend. Dr. 
Dancer, who fent them to me, and is Super- 
intendant of the Botanic Garden in that 
Ifland, alTures me that it has equalled his 
warmeft expedations. 

I beg to notice to you, that, although 
the bark is poffefTed, in a very high degree, 
of the true cinnamon flavour, the leaves 
have a mixed flavour of the clove and the 
cinnamon; in w^hich the firft unqueftionably 
predominates : and a fimple v^^ater, v^^hich 
I diftilled from the leaves, is very highly 
impregnated w^ith the fame clove flavour ; 
in proof of v^^hich I have fent you a fample 
of it. 

I have alfo the pleafure to tell you, that 
the fame Gentleman informs me, there 
will be an immenfe crop of mangoes this 
year -, and that the mangofleen thrives very 
well, but has hitherto borne only male 
flowers. 

If 
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If you think this information worth the 
attention of the Society, in communicating 
it you will oblige 

Yours, nioft refpedfully, 

G. Wilson. 

Hemictia-Strect, 
Augufi 13, 1788. 

Mr. More. 



P.j5'. I have inclofed a flight drawing of the 
fpecimen of the flowers and fruit, which 
are preferved in fpirits. 



This Drawing is referved in the Collediion 
of the Society, • for the infpeftion of the 
Public. 
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